Endemicity of onchocerciasis in some local government areas of Niger state.
The established method of justifying the need for ivermectin delivery to a community is the use of Rapid Assessment Method (RAM). This method involves the clinical examination of 50 adult males, who have been resident in the community for at least five years, for onchocercal nodules and leopard skin. The values obtained for these indices will guide the classification of such a community as being hypoendemic, mesoendemic or hyperendemic. Those that fall within mesoendemic and hyperendemic category onchocerciasis qualify for ivermectin delivery. This study was carried out to determine the endemicity level of onchocerciasis in 74 communities of 8 Local Government Areas (LGAs) of Niger state to justify their inclusion or otherwise in the ongoing state wide mass treatment for onchocerciasis using ivermectin. The communities were selected using the Geographical Information System (GIS) data and following the World Health Organization (WHO) guideline for RAM. A total of 3000 subjects were examined comprising of 2395 (79.8%) males and 605 (20.2%) females. None of the LGAs, based on overall prevalence for nodules qualify for mass treatment with ivermectin. However the study identified communities within some of these LGAs that were mesoendemic for onchocerciasis and thus qualified for mass treatment with ivermectin.